


Everyone can save water

Saving water could save you hundreds of dollars per year. Water audits — the process
used to determine how much water you use — can help identify ways to save water.

Equipment used in the home has been modified over the past 20 or so years to use less

water as we have become more conscious of the amount of water we consume and more
aware of the need to save it.

how iar have we come?

« Before 1980, taking a shower would mean using between 5 and 8 gallons per minute.
Present day low-flow shower heads use about 2.5 gallons per minute.

« Before 1950, toilets required about 7 gal-
lons per flush. This has been reduced to
today’s more water efficient ones, which use
about 1.6 gallons per flush.

+ Before 1980, between 3 to 7 gallons of wa-
ter per minute could flow from faucets when
they were turned on. Now, low-flow or low-
volume faucets use about 2.5 gallons per
minute.

+ Before 1980, washing clothes required
about 56 gallons per load. Today, clothes
washers use about 27 gallons.

* In 1980, dishwashers used about 14 gal-
lons per load. Present day ones use about 7
gallons.

how much can we save?

Before beginning the water audit, first determine whether to use the lowest figures provided for each
of the activities or the highest figures listed.

If you do not have fairly new household equipment or low-flow showerheads, faucets or toilets, you should use
the higher usage rates suggested rather than the lower ones. You also can consult your owner’s manuals for
usage rates. If you do not know the flow-rates of faucets or showerheads, turn each on to the flow typically
used. Hold a gallon bucket under it and record how many gallons you obtain in one minute. If you canfilla

gallon bucket in 15 seconds, you would use 4 gallons per minute.



Your water audit

1. Showers (low-flow showerheads use 2.5 gallons; otherwise use 5 gallons)

A. Amount Used: X = X(250r5)=
Number per Day Minutes Each Total Time Total Gallons
Try reducing shower time and recalculate.
B. Amount Used: X = X(250r5)=
Number per Day Minutes Each Total Time Total Gallons
C. Amount Saved: minus =
Total Gallons (A) Total Gallons (B) Gallons Saved

2. Baths (standard sized full tubs require about 36 gallons; half-tubs about 18)

A. Amount Used: X =
Number of Baths per Day Tub Full = 36 Gallons Total Gallons
Reduce water in tub by half for each bath taken and recalculate.
B. Amount Used: X =
Number of Baths per Day Tub Half Full = 18 Gallons Total Gallons
C. Amount Saved: minus =
Water Used (A) Water Used (B) Gallons Saved

3. Toilets (newer tanks use 1.6; otherwise use 5.5 gallons)

A. Amount Used: X X (1.6 0or5.5) =
Flushes per Person per Day ~ Number of Persons Total Gallons
Reduce number of flushes as much as possible and recalculate.
B. Amount Used: X X (1.6 0r5.5) =
Flushes per Person Number of Persons Total Gallons
C. Amount Saved: minus =
Water Used (A) Water Used (B) Gallons Saved

4. Brushing Teeth (low-flow faucets use 2.5 gallons per minute; otherwise use 3)

A. Amount Used: X = X(250r3)=
Number per Day  Minutes Each  Total Time Total Gallons
Reduce water flow minutes as much as possible and recalculate.
B. Amount Used: X = X(250r3)=
Number per Day ~ Minutes Each Total Time Total Gallons
C. Amount Saved: minus =

Total Gallons (A) Total Gallons (B) Gallons Saved







